
METweb 
A customer portal 



The need 

• Met Eireann has been 

increasingly involved in 

providing services for 

State Agencies, 

particularly the 

Emergency Services 

• There was a need to 

provide high quality 

information 

• New project - METweb 

 



The Plan 

• Late 2012 – project group 

assembled 

• Develop prototype by 

April13 

• Functioning site to Lead 

client by Summer 13 

• Official launch to at least 2 

clients by Dec 13 

• Five additional clients by 

end 2014 

 

 



Stage 1 – choose a platform 

• Criteria: 

– Open source 

– Provide for variations in content 

for each customer; a product 

can be seen by one or more 

customers 

– Reuse products as much as 

possible 

• Result: 

– Joomla 2.5 running on LAMP. 

 



Stage 2 – 

Products 

• Main source of products is 

IBL Visual Weather 

• Other sources are text and 

graphics from other systems. 

• New products were 

developed with Customers’ 

requirements in mind 

following consultations 

 



Stage 3 – 

Hosting 

• In house dev system – CentOS 

6 

• External Virtual Cloud based 

server also running CentOS 6. 

• Automated data handling; files 

are sorted on arrival depending 

on their file names. 

• Some are prepared for 

animation 

• Some for non-animation. 



Joomla 2.5 

• Industry standard CMS system. 

• Very good ACL with a fine control over the 

visibility of each product. 

• Wide range of ‘extensions’ and templates. 

• Customisable via user extensions: 

– Own plug-in to provide animation of images in 

a folder. 



Joomla 2.5 



Joomla 2.5 

Customer landing 

Page 

 

Launch client 

 

Dublin City  

Council 



Joomla 2.5 

Rainfall 

Accumulation 

 

And ENS  

spread 

 

Dublin City  

Council 

 



Joomla 2.5 

Cloud and 

Radar 

 

 

Dublin City  

Council 

 

Levels agreed  

With DCC 



Joomla 2.5 

24 acc rainfall 

From Observations 

(SREW) 

 

 

Dublin City  

Council 



Joomla 2.5 

Landing page for 

 

National Roads 

Authority 

 

Road surface Temp 

map updated every 

10mins from 

observations. 

 



Joomla 2.5 

5 day 

Meteogram for 

 

National Road 

Authority 

 

. 

 



Joomla 2.5 

Home Page 

 

Irish Coast Guard 

 

Sea-area forecast 

(html) 

Gale Warnings 

 

. 

 



Joomla 2.5 

TAFs and METARs 

 

 

Irish Coast Guard 

 

Local processing 

Script. 

 

 

. 

 



Joomla 2.5 

Custom Meteogram 

 

 

Cork County Council 

 

VBA application. 

 

 

. 

 



Joomla 2.5 

Lighthouse Visibility 

reports 

 

 

Irish Coast Guard, Navy 

 

 

 

. 

 



Joomla 2.5 

Icing Probability 

 

 

Irish Coast Guard 

 

For helicopters 

 

. 

 



Joomla 2.5 

ENS Wave Surge 

 

Dublin City Council 

 

Custom algorithm for 

surge using ECMWF 

ENS wave/wind 

data. 

 

. 

 



Today 

• About 10 clients 

• Local authorities – Dublin and Cork 

• Road authority – 30 regions 

• Emergency services – Police, Coast 

Guard 

• Military – Aer Corps and Navy 

• 480 registered users 

 



Viewing  

• 70% Desktop 

• 22% Mobile – mainly iPhone 

• 8% tablets – mainly iPad 

• Up to 200 sessions per day 



Today 

• Feedback has been very positive 

 

• Successful product that enhances the role 

of Met Eireann  

 

• Provided with very limited resources (staff 

– 3 people for one year and 1 ongoing). 

 

 



Future 

• Add more customers 

• Possible addition of web-services – WMS 

and WCS 

• But for now, customers appear to be 

satisfied with the range of web products 

available. 

 

 

 


